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March 1, 2006
Contact: UM School of Education, (406) 243-4911.
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION HONORS COMMUNITY PARTNERS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana School of Education recently held a reception to present its
2006 Partnership Awards.
The awards recognize individuals and programs in the community that consistently
provide mentoring to education students through various field experiences. The theme of this
year’s event, selected by UM President George Dennison, was “The Discovery Continues with
the Best of the West.”
The annual event provides individuals and community programs public recognition for
their support, and the awards represent the University’s appreciation for the commitment each
individual or member of a program gives to the profession and to UM education students. The
Partnership Award acknowledges the important role each program or individual has in helping
prepare UM students for professional careers.
The English departments at Big Sky, Hellgate and Sentinel high schools each received a
Partnership Award for faculty members who have mentored student education candidates.
Faculty members in each of these departments have mentored 19 students during the past three
years. Amy Miller of Big Sky High School, Carla Hinman and Seena Demmons of Hellgate High
School, and Margo Duneman of Sentinal High School accepted the awards.
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Gene Oliver, a school counselor at Paxson Elementary School, consistently agrees to
mentor counselor education students and was recognized with a Partnership Award. Oliver
provides a positive working environment for interns and a variety of opportunities for them to
increase their understanding of the various roles a school counselor serves for children, parents,
teachers and the community.
In the 11 years that Mike Rankin has been the fitness director at the Missoula Courthouse
Sports and Fitness Club, he has accepted health and human performance majors for internships at
the club. Rankin received a Partnership Award for his willingness to provide a positive learning
environment, as well as high expectations for the student interns. During his 11 years at the
fitness club, he has mentored 25 UM students.
Since 2000, the University’s Department of Educational Leadership has presented the
Outstanding Educational Leadership Award to UM alumni whose practice o f educational
leadership embodies the qualities of being a creative problem-solver, articulate visionary and
courageous steward of their schools or universities.
The recipient of the 2006 Outstanding Educational Leadership Award is Mary Sheehy
Moe, dean of Montana State University’s Great Falls College of Technology since July 2001.
Sheehy Moe was chosen Montana Teacher of the Year in 1987 for her work as a high school
English teacher and last fall was designated the Michael P. Malone Educator o f the Year for
contributions to higher education in the state.
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